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A dinner given by M. Alfan in M. Harriot's honour, to which
a number of high Soviet officials were invited, and a visit to
the opera, concluded the stay at Moscow. For the last time
the saloon carriage was entered and the journey to Latvia
began. At the station the heads of the Government and Moscow
journalists had assembled; for the last time farewell was said
to the true friend of the Soviet Union. But before he left
Soviet territory the programme had arranged for a final de-
ception a la Potemkin: a "milk centre" had yet to be inspected,
for the regime desired to have the honoured guest's con-
firmation that in this field, as elsewhere, everything was as good
as it could possibly be. How simple a task it was deemed—
after so many facile successes—to mislead the French states-
man, is apparent from the explanations about the development
of dairies given by the President of the Central Committee of
the Communist Party^ Kalinin. The tale told by this official,
and the faithful way in which it is repeated, is so characteristic
of the primitive methods employed on M. Herriot towards the
end of his stay that I cannot refrain from recounting the
episode. M. Herriot asked M. Kalinin why there was a notice-
able lack of milk in the towns, whereupon Kalinin gave an
explanation which M. Herriot passed on at a luncheon given
at the Prefecture of the Rhone Department.1
"M. Kalinin," he said, "gave me a very simple explanation
of the position. Actually milk production has very considerably
increased in Russia; but at the same time the social services
have increased so much that the consumption of milk tends to
exceed the production, with the result that regulations had to
be made with regard to distribution." This is surprising
enough. Stalin himself had admitted the disastrous position of
cattle farming (see his speech at the latest Communist Congress);
the bulk of the cattle had perished, and in important towns like
Kharkov and Kiev not even the mt'mrrmm milk requirements
of the hospitals could be met: and yet Kalinin did not blush
1 Temps, September 16,1933.

